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PREFACE. 

The following essay is a revision, and an extension, 
of a paper read before "The Constitution Club" and 
"The Institute of Social Science," both of the City of 
New York, and published by the first-mentioned 
society under the title, "Principles that Should Con- 
trol the Interference of the State in Industries." Its 
appearance in its present form is due to the fact that 
more applications have been made for the original 
address than could be supplied, and this was inter- 
preted as an expression of interest in the topic. It 
is of course impossible to treat at all adequately so 
important a. subject as "The Relation of the State to 
Industrial Action" in a single monograph. Still no 
serious misunderstanding is apprehended, except 
possibly in connection with the explanation of preva- 
lent corruption in municipal administration; and 
upon this point it may be well to say, that the pur- 
pose of this essay is not so much to expound a final 
theory respecting the evils of local government, as to 
leave the impression that the problem of local gov- 
ernment is but a subordinate part of the great social 
problem. 



